
New Hope-Solebury School District
Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

August 6, 2013 – 5:30 pm

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm

II. Roll Call

The following Committee Members were present:

Dr. Raymond Boccuti
Ms. Wenmei Ge
Mr. Drew Girogi
Mr. David Lieberman
Mr. Stuart Perrone
Mr. Steve Yanni
Ms. Susan Atkinson

Also present were Dr. Chris Cortellessa, Attorney John Freund, and Mr. Charles Malone.

III. Old Business

Minutes
The Committee approved the minutes from the May 2, 2013 and July 15, 2013 Policy Committee 
meetings.

Policy 217 Graduation Requirements
The Committee discussed a revision to Policy 217 regarding graduation requirements (beginning with 
the class of 2016).  This revision aligns the policy with the approved recommendations of the High 
School Graduation Requirements Committee report, dated November 29, 2011.  The Committee agreed 
to recommend this revision to the School Board at the public meeting on August 19th.

Policy 227 Controlled Substances
The Committee agreed that the goal of Policy 227 is to support and protect the well-being of students 
by responding most effectively to students' use of alcohol and drugs.  The Committee continued to 
review and revise the draft developed by NHS administrators, the School Solicitor and Committee 
members.  The Committee discussed requesting, not requiring, drug testing if a student exhibits signs 
of drug use, in order to best identify and respond to the student's needs.  The Committee discussed 
including in the Policy a definition of “reasonable suspicion,” and Attorney Freund will provide a 
sample for the Committee to review.  The Committee discussed consequences for a first violation of the 
Policy for use or possession of Controlled Substances.  The Committee agreed that the language related 
to concerns about Controlled Substance use should be revised for clarity.  The Committee discussed 
consequences of violating the Policy during the last marking period of a student's senior year.  The 
Committee discussed consequences of using anabolic steroids without a valid medical purpose.  Dr. 
Boccuti, Mr. Perrone and Ms. Atkinson will meet to review the changes proposed by the Committee 
and develop a new draft to be presented at the September Policy Committee meeting.    



IV. New Business

New Committee Members
The Committee agreed that we should actively seek new members from the community, and Ms. 
Atkinson agreed to reach out to New Hope-Solebury parent groups.

Community Service Policy
Dr. Boccuti discussed potentially revising Policy 217 or, alternatively, drafting a new policy to reflect 
the district's community service graduation requirements (beginning with the class of 2016).  Dr. 
Boccuti briefly described a parent's concerns about community service requirements.  Dr. Boccuti will 
recommend next steps.

V. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm

VI. Next Meeting

The next Policy Committee meeting will be held on September 25th at 5:30 pm in the district 
conference room. 


